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Reading the Goals
Understanding Targets 

and Indicators

https://sdgs.un.org/goals 
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Practical Applications of theTargets and Indicators

Table talk: 
How might targets and indicators be used with students?

STUDENT
Accountable
Talk Cubes



Introducing the Goals to Students



Student Exploration
Activity

STUDENT
Understanding
and Prioritizing



Debrief: Get kids talking

Jigsaw

Gather in “expert
groups” for favorite
SDGs. Then, break into
mixed groups to
compare and contrast
interests.

Think, Pair, Share

Talk with an elbow partner
about the process of
deciding which SDG relates
to interest and experience.
One person shares highlights
of the conversation with the
class.

Notice & Wonder

In pairs, share facts,
details, questions,
curiosities, or ideas about
SDGs. Then, discuss how
favorites connect to the
local and global
community.

Scientist Circle

Circle-up and discuss
connections between
SDGs and personal
experience or interests.

STUDENT
Listening and

Retelling



Connecting to Content
Ensuring that this is more than
a one-time activity.



Quickest
SDG Journals  

  Provide time for students to reflect
on class content and its connection to

their favorite SDG.  
  

Essential Questions  
  Frame lessons or units with SDG-

inspired questions to deepen curiosity
and connection.  

Classroom Challenges 
  Introduce short-term challenges

focused on actions like reducing waste
or saving energy, aligned with chosen

SDGs.  

Digital Tools 
  Utilize platforms like Padlet, Figma &

Wakelet for sharing insights on
connections between content and

SDGs.  

Moderately Time-
Intensive

Analyze real-world examples or news
articles that highlight SDG progress or

challenges.

SDG Debate or Discussion
Organize structured conversations
exploring trade-offs or connections

between SDGs.

Creative Storytelling
Encourage students to express SDG
connections through art, writing, or

performance.

Role-Playing Scenarios
Students take on roles like world
leaders, scientists, or community

members to address SDG
challenges.

Time-Intensive: High-
Impact

Cross-Curricular Integration
Collaborate with colleagues to align
SDGs across subjects for a cohesive

experience.

Service Learning
Engage students in community

projects that directly address SDGs.

Goal Tracking
Assign students an SDG to explore

throughout the year, tying it to
multiple units and topics.

Project-Based Learning (PBL)
Design comprehensive projects
where students solve real-world

problems tied to SDGs.
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PBL IN PRACTICE
AI-Assisted Problem Identification: The purpose of this assignment is for me to see the
responses that are provided to students when they use pre-constructed prompts. This gives
me time to create personalized experiences for students the following week. 

Here is the result of a student's investigation on the connection between SDGs,
biotechnology, and this student's interest in promoting the rights and inclusion of women
and girls with disabilities. 

Problem Identification and Project Proposal: The purpose here is for me to be able to see
what prompts students use when they are provided with only an objective. Have their
prompting skills improved after multiple weeks of using AI in other contexts? How do they
choose to summarize the responses, and do they synthesize these findings with their peers
through meaningful conversations?

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c103vefAvPip94BLn5HCiKvY0ObRqZ90w20LGHjzNFc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1p8F96LcmfrRaMF8ItvlHj-UlSsJlykj7JusTU0JfHeQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Sj_37aAXaNdq2YfSqqDIhemeKQCgBi13wpBSK1Y0T24/edit?usp=sharing
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Let’s Connect!

PLCs
Online courses
Newsletter

ThankThankThankyou!you!you!
Bonnie Nieves


