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the chat



About This 
Session

How student-paced lesson planning can be 
effectively integrated with Multi-Tiered System of 
Supports (MTSS) and Universal Design for Learning 
(UDL) frameworks to meet the diverse needs of 
students and foster inclusive learning environments.

Please type into the chat

Are you familiar with 
MTSS / UDL?

Does your school 
currently have an MTSS / 
UDL system?



The goal of MTSS is to have supports and resources in place so 
they may be seamlessly put into practice as a result of 
data-based monitoring. MTSS implementation is rooted in a 
benefit mindset. It uses tools that most schools currently have 
and views them with a new lens seeing the system as the 
component that needs to be fixed.

What is MTSS?

Multi-Tiered System of Support





This means that any 
student could be 
receiving instruction at 
any of these tiers at 
any given time.



What Questions do 
you have about 
MTSS basics?

Please type into the chat



UDL Framework

Image Credit: https://edtech.cal.msu.edu/introduction-to-universal-design-for-learning-udl/



MTSS + UDL

Image Credit: https://edtech.cal.msu.edu/introduction-to-universal-design-for-learning-udl/

Each student gets what they need in the way that 
makes the most sense for & to them.



Below are some instructional methods suggested by  Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional 
Learning CASEL.org. It is likely that you already use similar strategies. Focusing on the intention is key.

● Co-construct classroom community agreements for behavior, how to treat one another.

● Design learning activities that empower students to explore issues that are important to them and co-create 

solutions to improve the classroom, school, or community.

● Make connections between SEL and academic instruction;  initiate reflection and discussion.

● Guide students through the process of setting goals, encourage and commend academic risk-taking and 

incremental progress.  Frame productive struggle as part of the learning process; coach students on how to 

correct mistakes and recover from setbacks.

● Balance class time with periods of direct instruction, student cooperative work, and time to work/reflect alone.

● Elicit student thinking by asking open-ended questions and encouraging students to elaborate on their response.

● Provide opportunities for students to reflect on cooperative group work and  what  made that work successful 

and/or challenging and plan for improvement.

● Affirm students’ diverse identities and cultures through activities and interactions. 

● Provide space for students to share and learn about each other’s lives and backgrounds.

How can we individualize in a standardized environment?

https://casel.org/?_gl=1%2Atpib09%2A_ga%2AMTUwMTMyMjgyMy4xNjY3MTQyOTc1%2A_ga_WV5CMTF83E%2AMTY2NzQyMzI2Mi4yLjEuMTY2NzQyMzM1OS4wLjAuMA..


Learning Pathways

Use the resources you already have to create 
learning pathways that empower students to 
decide which is best for them. 

In my classroom, we call them workflows.



Reimagine Choice Boards



Reimagine Choice Boards

From Knowledge Demonstration to Knowledge Acquisition

Listen
● Podcast
● Lecture
● Audiobook

Watch
● Video
● Models
● Demonstration

Read
● Article
● Textbook
● News



Consider all the places where you 
have seen relevant, engaging content 
that you wanted to use but might not 
have found the ideal opportunity.

Virtual field trip, Newsela, Edpuzzle, Videos, 
Documentaries, Simulations, Graphic Novels, 
Picture Books



Curate your materials 
https://wakelet.com/wake/vb9MG0Aurt1XBWEp8jn_N

I use Wakelet to 
curate and deliver 
content to students.

https://wakelet.com/wake/vb9MG0Aurt1XBWEp8jn_N


Identifying and addressing barriers to student success

Elevate the importance of non-academic performance.

Integrate activities that focus on academic content AND 
behavioral/social-emotional instruction at the same time.

Provides you with insights into the whole child.



Identifying and addressing barriers to student success

Check-in / check-out, think-pair-share, reflection prompts, and 
goal-setting are examples of tier 1 instructional methods for academics.

Add a behavioral/SEL component, consider prompts that elicit student 
dispositions such as resilience, independence, creativity, and 
self-motivation.  

You can easily incorporate some successful examples from my classroom 
are visible thinking and retrieval practice activities.



Starter Activities



Middle Activities:

Gallery Walks

Think, Pair, Share

R.A.F.T. Writing

Vocabulary Dice



1. Write 6 vocab words on the board.
2. Students roll 2 dice and write 

down the corresponding words
3. Students write a sentence using 

those words.
4. Score the sentences.

Choose words 

that will elicit 

responses 

related to 

SEL/B

https://vimeo.com/702548933

https://vimeo.com/702548933


Wrap-Up / Reflection Activities



More Beginning, Middle, End activities

https://docs.google.com/document/d/187qZXP7XsyPVSO4TO5CKZVES01jfY1mPwU
3On45CPCY/edit?usp=sharing

https://docs.google.com/document/d/187qZXP7XsyPVSO4TO5CKZVES01jfY1mPwU3On45CPCY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/187qZXP7XsyPVSO4TO5CKZVES01jfY1mPwU3On45CPCY/edit?usp=sharing


I hope that we have been able to accomplish these goals.

Better understanding of what MTSS is and what it means to your classroom.

Better understanding of what UDL is and what it means to your classroom.

Use learning pathways to empower students to work at their own pace.

Use formative assessments to evaluate non-academic indicators.

Questions or comments? Please type into the chat



Want to learn more?

Want to learn more? 

Bonnie Nieves

info@educateonpurpose.com


